




Phillip Loots, founder and owner of Muse 
Architects, spent four years in London where he 
was part of a prestigious and award-winning team 
of designers who worked on high-end projects, 
published in a number of well-known architectural 
magazines. Upon returning to his hometown of Port 
Elizabeth in 2006, he recognised the 
architectural growth of the city and surrounds 
and the need for passionate designers who 
understood and respected what their clients 
wanted and needed.

Despite his commitment to completing a master's 
degree in architecture at the Nelson Mandela 
Metropolitan University at the time, he also took 
on several private projects. Two years on, the 
demand for his skills and expertise had grown by 
such leaps and bounds that Muse Architects CC was 
born. 

The practice has since grown to include a number 
of talented architectural and interior design 
staff.
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//GOVERNANCE ADMINISTRATION

A brief was delivered to 

convert a disused Nelson 

Mandela Metropolitan 

University sports hall into 

office space, a specialised 

storage and archive facility, 

exhibition space and 

boardroom. The project was 

completed in 2010 and saw 

the addition of another level 

to the building in order to 

accommodate all the 

functional requirements.

Furthermore, a controlled 

environment with a 

specialised storage system 

was provided in order to 

store sensitive and 

historical documents.

Sound is also sufficiently 

absorbed by the ceiling 

panels, ensuring the 

necessary privacy. Air and 

light flow through the 

space by means of a 

floating ceiling and 

because offices are all 

situated around a central 

meeting room and next to 

panels of windows, ample 

natural light is provided. 

This improves the wellbeing 

of employees while 

encouraging productivity. 

The resulting fresh and 

open space benefits 

employees in several ways 

while challenging the 

stereotypical perceptions 

of office space.
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//HOUSE PAGEL //STANLEY STREET BUILDING




